24 October 2019
RUGBY SCHOOL JAPAN LAUNCHED

At a recep*on in Tokyo today (24 October), Peter Green, the Head Master of Rugby School, announced that
Heads of Terms had been signed with an opera*ng partner in Japan to enable the founda*ons to be laid for
Rugby School Japan.
To be opened in 2022, it will be the ﬁrst Bri*sh independent school to open a sister school in Japan, and follows
the opening of Rugby School Thailand in 2017, which now has 700 students.
The school (the equivalent of a combined Junior High School and a High School in Japan) will have the capacity to
educate 750 boys and girls, both as day students and boarders. It will be built in the Tokyo area, with an
addi*onal campus being considered in Kansai and enrichment campus on Hokkaido, where Rugbeians will spend
*me each year.
At an event in Tokyo, aSended by Her Imperial Highness Princess Akiko; His Excellency Mr Paul Madden, CMG,
the Bri*sh Ambassador; representa*ves of the Bri*sh Chamber of Commerce and the Bri*sh Council; as well as
Old Rugbeians, Peter Green said the school would be a legacy project for the 2019 Rugby World Cup and praised
Japan for the magniﬁcent way in which the country was hos*ng the tournament, especially having suﬀered the
eﬀects of a major typhoon.
“Rugby School Japan will be an authen*c interpreta*on of Rugby School England,” said Mr Green, “sharing
Rugby’s aims and ethos, but within – and mindful of – the cultural context of Japan.
“Everything we do at Rugby School is about encouraging the children in our care to develop into whole people,
into well-rounded adults. While Rugby School is unashamedly academic, we believe that to help children to grow
with conﬁdence in themselves and curiosity about life they need to have as many opportuni*es as possible.
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“Not just in the classroom but in music and drama and sport; in community ac*vi*es and charitable
projects; in explora*on and in reﬂec*on. So I am very proud that our partners in Japan have chosen
the Rugby School model for this new English-speaking school in Japan.’
Please see www.rugbyschooljapan.com.
Ends

Notes to editors
Rugby School England has 818 pupils - 358 girls, 460 boys. For the last ﬁve years, its exam results
have been beSer than the year before – in 2019 more than 64 per cent of all grades at A level were
A* or A, and 61.3 per cent of GCSEs scored a 9 or an 8. The School will be oﬀering a signiﬁcantly
enhanced sixth form curriculum from September 2021 with the introduc*on of the Interna*onal
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme.
For all enquiries please contact: Sheila Thompson tel: 07958 307 637
e: sheila@sheilathompson.co.uk
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